OF THE FAMOUS MOIX FLANDERS.            293

observed, that a thief being a creature that watches
the advantages of other people's mistakes, 'tis
impossible but that to one that is vigilant and
industrious many opportunities must happen, and
therefore she thought that one so exquisitely keen
in the trade as I was, would scarce fail of something
wherever I went.

On the other hand, every branch of my story, if
duly considered, may be useful to honest people, and
afford a due caution to people of some sort or other
to guard against the like surprises, and to have their
eyes about them when they have to do with strangers
of any kind, for 'tis very seldom that some snare or
other is not in their way. The moral indeed of all
my history is left to be gathered by the senses and
judgment of the reader; I am not qualified to preach
to them; let the experience of one creature com-
pletely wicked, and completely miserable, be a
storehouse of useful warning to those that read.

I am drawing now towards a new variety of life.
Upon niy return, being hardened by a long race of
crime, and success unparallelled, I had, as I have
said, no thoughts of laying down a trade, which if I
was to judge by the example of others, must however
end at last in misery and sorrow.

It was on the Christmas-day following, in the
evening, that to finish a long train of wickedness, I
went abroad to see what might offer in my way;
when going by a working silversmith's in Foster-
lane, I saw a tempting bait indeed, and not to be
resisted by one of my occupation; for the shop had
nobody in it, and a great deal of loose plate lay in
the window, and at the seat of the man, who I sup-
pose worked at one side of the shop.

I went boldly in, and was just going ^to lay my
hand upon a piece of plate, and might have done it,
and carried it clear off, for any care that the men